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Caution: New Legislation on Oil/Gas Development Introduced

New legidationintroduced in the Michigan Senae would strip the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) of its ability to regulate and managetheoil, gas, and minera resources
of thestate. Senae Bill 1164 introducd by Senaor Rogea Kahn (R-Saginaw), would create a
public/private partnership charged with developing oil and gas on state lands This partnership,
known as the GClean Energy AuthorityQ would have the power to force the DNR to enter into a
oil and gas or mineral |ease agreement with theauthority unless the proposd siteisaready in
produdion or has Qunusud or senstiveOenvironmental features.

Currently, revenuegenerated throughtheleasing of state mineral rightsis deposted directly into
the Michigan Natural Resources Trug Fund which is used by the state to purchase land for
recreation and conservation and for recreationd developments. Unde thenew proposl, the
authornty would pay the DNR aroydyty for thelease which would be deposted into the Michigan
Natural Resources Trug Fund. Any additiond income would be diverted away fromthe DNR
and ingead go towardsfunding a new clean energy fund. Thisfundwould in turn beused for a
variety of programs, induding the development of new cod-fired power plants and enhanced oil
recovery projects.

Theauthorty would enter into produdion partnershipswith oil and gas producers and would
absorb the produdion cogs, losses and earningsas any producr. Thewellswould have to
comply with all state and federal laws.

It isundear what thefull ramificationsof this legidation are to the management of our state
lands Some of the conaerns however, indude

* Thepotential log of federal fundsfor forest management activities,

* Potential minera produdionin such areas as the Pigeon River County State Forest, the
Mason Tract, state parks or the JordonRiver. Protection of these areas will depend on
howthe DNR is allowed to define Genstive and unusud environmental featuresQ

* Theimpact ontheforest certification process,

* Conflictswith restrictionsplaced onlandspurchased with federal funds



+ Log of the DNR@ ability to manage state landsfor multiple uses, induding huning.

Thislegidation was only introduced this week butappears to have strong suppot by severa key
legidators. We will keep you informed as we learn more aboutthisbill. MUCC isvery
concerned, however, aboutthe potentially significant and severe ramificationsit presents to the
management of our state lands

DNR State Forest Management Plan: Deadline for comments extended

At therequest of the Forest Management Advisory Committee, the DNR Director(3
congderation of the new Forest Management Plan has been podponel for two months The
DNR will continueto accept comments until March 14,

Vigt: http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,16077-1533030£14497%-,00.html to review the plan
and submit your comments

Hunting in the City Limits: Your Help is Needed!

If you huntwithin a city® boundaies, please send DonnaStine (dsine@mucc.org) the name of
thecity and whether you hunton pulic or private land within thecity. A recent Michigan
Supreme Court decision gave cities the ability to restrict huning (induding bow huning) within
thar city limits, withoutgoing throughthe existing DNR process for huning closures. We are
trying to undestand theimpact of this decision so tha we can fully inform legidators aboutthe
need to rectify thisruling. All informationwill becompiled by MUCC staff and your name will
not be shared with anyone Please contact Donnaat 517-346-6487or throughemail if you have
any questions Yourhdp isgreatly appreciated.

MUCC Goes to Washington!

Great Lakes Days in Washington D.C.

Last week, MUCC members and staff filled the hdlowed hdls of our nation@ capital and found
apostive reception by Michigan® Congressiond ddegation on such issues as the Clean Water
Restoration Act, the Great Lakes Legacy Fund, and the Coast Guard Reauthoritzation Bill which
contains provisionsto stop the spread of invasive species throughbdlast water.

MUCCG@ members Eldon Montross, Bob Borchak, Paul Farrell, Bill Feight, Jane Finnaty, Greg
Peter, Furmer Reed, and Jeff Santure, dongwith MUCC staff April Benndt and DonnaStine
visited with Senaor Stabenow and Congressmen Roge's, Kildee, Knollenbeag, McCotter, and
Walberg and staff from Senator Levin and Congressmen Camp, Ehlers, Hoekstra, Kilpatrick,
Levin, Miller, Stupak, and Upton® offices. We returned with very sore feet buta strong sense
tha Michigan@® Congressiond ddegation suppots our work in Great Lakes restoration.

Teaming with Wildlife Coalition Roars into D.C.

Also last week, the Michigan Teaming with Wildlife Codition, represented by MUCC staff Amy
Spray, Mike Bailey fromthe DNR@ Wildlife Division, and Rich Bowman from The Nature
Consrvancy joined 150 people from 40 others states to storm theHill for visits with Senate and
Congressiond staff to talk about State Wildlife Grants, climate change& wildlife, and anewly
introduced Teaming with Wildlife Act. Our team met with Governar Granholm@ Director of the



Washington D.C office, Dan Bezttie; staff of Senaors Stabenow and L evin; and Congressiond
staff from Kilparick, Knollenberg, McCotter, Miller, Roge's, and Stupak( offices.

The Teaming with Wildlife Act, which is co-sponred by Senaor Stabenow, would providea
reliable and increased amountof fundng for preventing wildlife from becoming endangeed.
Thebill would dedicate a portion of existing federal revenuefrom on-shore and off-shore oil and
minea development activities to the Wildlife Conservation and Restoration Program, to thetune
of $350million pe year for 5 years. Wethank her for her leadership and suppot of wildlife and
hedthy habitats!

Althoughthe Teaming with Wildlife Act lookspromising, Michigan still needsfunding through
the State Wildlife Grants Program for the next fiscal year. The State Wildlife Grants Program is
currently in the President@® FY 2009Department of Interior@ budge proposl for $738 million,
butthe Teaming with Wildlife Coditionwould like to see thefunding restored to its 2002l evel
of $85million. Thisfederal funding hdpsthe DNR fill critical gagpsin wildlife habitat programs
not covered by Pittman-Robeatson, Dingdl-John®on, or Endangeed/Threatened Species funding.
Please contact your Congressman/woman and ask them to sign onto the “Dear Colleague”
letter requesting $85 million for State Wildlife Grants that is circulating the House now—the
deadline to sign is March 14". Congressman Kildee has already signed on and we hopetherest
of the Michigan ddegaionwill join him! If you have any questions please refer them to Amy
Spray (aspray@mucc.org or 517-346-6484)

Tranquilizer Hunting Bill Passes Senate; Ask House Committee for their
Support!

MUCC suppotts Senae Bill 531, introduced by Senaor McManus which would prohibit anyone
other than the Department of Natural Resources to take game by usng atranquilizer propdled
fromabow or gun.In order to preserve Michigan® huning tradition, we must ensure that
huningin ou stateis practiced in aresponsble and ethical manne. Usingtranquilizersfor
huning violates what MUCC calls the Qoremises of fair chaseQ MUCC bdievestha Senae Bill
531isan impartant piece of legislation and onethat is needed to protect our outdoorheritage
Thebill has passed the Senae, and has moved to the House Committee on Tourism, Outdoor
Recreation, and Natural Resources (Rep. Shdtrown-Chair).

Please call thefollowing committee members: Representatives Shdtrown, Ebli, Brown,
Hammon, Kathleen Law, Lindbeg, Simpson, Casperson, Walker, Stakoe, and Horn and ask
them to pass SB 531. http://house.michigan.gov/find_a rep.asp

NRC Crossbow Disability Work Group Meets
Uponrecommenddion from MUCC and other groups the Natural Resources Commission has
initiated a work groupto review and updde crossbow regulationsin Michigan, which met for the
first time on March 6, 2008 Thegod of thiswork groupisto increase recreationd oppotunities
for personswith disabilities and to decrease procedural red tapeto qudify for thisuse. Many
issues are on thetable for discussion at thistime:

I Expanding the permit for seniors and disabled hunters who have less than 80 percent

permanent disability or have other health conditions
I Standadizing the permit guiddines for physcian and physcal therapist@ testing criteria



I Congddering atemporary pemit for people unable to use othe archery equipment during
the season dueto accidents, broken bones, or surgery.

I Evauaingwha othe states may be doing to accommodae the use of a crossbow for
hunters with disabilities and theimpact onthe naura resources tha may have occurred.

News from the DNR
For more information on any of these news summaries, please visit the DNR@ websdte
(www.michigan.gov/dnr unde QPress ReleasesOin Quick Links)

Thomas Courchaine Named Acting U.P. Field Deputy for DNR

Thomas Courchane, a27-year veteran DNR employee, has been named acting field deputy for
the Uppea Peninaula. Courchanereplaces James Ekdahl, whoretired in Januay following 33
years of service to the department. As Uppe Peninsulafield deputy, Courchanewill serve as
DNR Director Rebecca HumphriesCchief representative in theregion and will have
administrative responsbility for all department operationsin the U.P. He will be stationed at the
Marquete OperationsService Center.

Inland Fisheries Grant Applications Due March 31
The DNR is accepting applicationsfor both the 2008 and 20091 nland Fisheries Grant programs,
which offer grants upto $20Q000for local projects that enhance the state's aquatic resources.

Thelnland Fisheries Grant program isintended to foger citizen and community undestanding
and appreciation of inland fisheries resources and to encourage participation and commitment to
theimprovement and protection of inland fishing opportunities, habitat, and fish communities.
Eligible applicants indudeindividuds, nongofit organizationsand units of government --
induding school districts. Preference is given to nonprofit organizationsand governmental units.
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Updating our list for 2008: If youwould liketo receive the policy report directly to your email
address (or if you wish to beremoved from this email list), please contact Amy Spray at
CISDI’CIV@I’I’IMCC. org.

MUCC is committed to providing our members with up-to-date and accurate information on
conservation policy issues from Lansing, Washington D.C., and around Michigan.
If you enjoy MUCC'’s biweekly policy action report, please consider becoming a member and
support our efforts to conserve Michigan's natural resources by remembering MUCC in your
contributions and planned giving.



