Help Add Water Botllles
1o Michigan's Bottlie Law

We have a unique opportunity to make history, butve must act fast!
Your help is needed today!

Background Information:

Thanks to the effort of MUCC and conservationists throughout the state, thigati¢Bottle Bill"
(Initiated Law 1 of 1976, MCL 445.571-576) was passed in 1976. This law placed a deposit
pop and beer cans/bottles. The law has produced dramatic results.-Se¢wetypercent of all po
and beer cans/bottles are recycled in Michigan because of our high redeaetsonBeer and pog
cans have disappeared from our roadsides, rivers and streams. New jobsdmapeoduced and iy
energy has been saved. !Fg

It is time for another citizen effort to add water and other non-carbonated bevertgése Bottle Law.

Here’s why:
- Michigan’s bottle bill was revolutionary in 1976 but now it's outdateéthe sale of water and other non-

carbonated beverages will soon surpass the sale of pop in Miémgiahigan voters demanded a strong
beverage recycling program when they overwhelmingly approved the BottleL8v6, but bottled water and
other sport and juice drinks that are popular today just weren’t around.

Recycling makes $ense!

o0 The 5.5 billion bottles and cans recycled each §Mer Michigan’s Bottle Bill saves energy. The
energy alone saved from recycling containers is equivalent to 450,006 lnduwé! That's enough to
fuel 150,000 cars per month.

0 More recycling also creates more jobs for Michigan. The processiegyaflable materials generates
nearly $2 billion in revenue from the sale of recycled commodities each yeigrindustry employs

more than 5,000 people at the total rate of $137 million per ?ear!

o Michigan tax payers pay $5.5 million per year to clean up water bottles andragiiefrom Michigan’s
roadways — there is no reason why hard earned tax dollars should be used to pick @t tcashetasily
be recycled under our effective Bottle Bill law. With an expanded bott/dvhidhigan taxpayers will also
save money on garbage disposal fees and will pay less for litter pickuecsoting.

The bottle bill reduces litter Pop and beer cans have virtually disappeared from Michigan’s roadsides and
beaches since the Bottle Bill was passed. Michigan consistentlgenlmsvest percentage of container litter
along its beaches nationwide, accordingly to the Center for Marine Catisenif there is a deposit, people will
pick up bottles...for free! Michigan’s bottle law has already proveddis While Michigan recycles 97% of

the containers that fall under the Bottle Bill, 80% of non-carbonated nergaaranot recycled4 Unfortunately
as we all know, those containers are either thrown into a landfill dittared into our streams and lakes, on our
beaches, or along roadsides. No one recognizes this more than Michigan's aodtanglers.

Call your State Senator and State Representativéeithem you want water bottles and other
non-carbonated beverage containers added to tlite'bdl” - It just makes $ense

Need help contacting your Michigan Legislator, @atApril Bennett (517-346-6472 or abennett@mugy).or
|
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